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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Trey Buchholz


    Phone (954) 612-6787 


    Email  tbuchholz@firstserve.org
First Serve Launches National Student Athlete Competition

‘Hit the Books, Hit the Courts’—education initiative to be supported by Sony Ericsson WTA Tour 

 
San Diego, CA—July 31, 2007 -- For every 100 students in the U.S. who begin ninth grade, 67 finish high school in four years and only 38 go to college1.  First Serve, working with the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour and Tour players, is doing its part to change this through the First Serve National Student Athlete Competition.

The Sony Ericsson WTA Tour is developing a Player Ambassadors program around the Competition, utilizing tour players in key stages of the Competition, such as the kick-off, ranking updates, award ceremonies, as well as generating excitement for those following the Competition and the Competitors themselves.

“Motivating young people to prepare for college starts as early as 5th grade because often times it’s too little, too late once they are in high school”, said Trey Buchholz, Founder & CEO of First Serve National, “so we wanted to launch a meaningful competition for 5th – 10th graders, and the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour has made this possible”.
Like the tour rankings, the First Serve National Student Athlete Competition is based on a point system, which is updated throughout the Competition Year.  Competitors earn points based primarily on academic results (grades) and then on junior tennis tournament results, with a Competition Year ending #1 male/female First Serve Student Athlete of the Year.
“The partnership with First Serve is natural since so many of our players and Tour events have helped First Serve kids throughout the United States”, said Stacey Allaster, President of Sony Ericsson WTA Tour.  “One such example is last week’s Bank of the West Classic.”
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Above: 2007 Wimbledon Singles Finalist Marion Bartoli visits with First Serve 
participants from East Palo Alto Tennis and Tutoring
After her visit Marion Bartoli commented, “the kids are really excited about the Student Athlete Competition...it makes them realize they are competing with kids all over the country to get into college…I’m looking forward to seeing how the kids I met today do in the competition.”
1(Source: Mortenson, T. (2000). NCES-IPEDS graduation rate survey. Postsecondary Education Opportunity.) 
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