Booming First Serve Trains in Palo Alio

Chapler representalives from the

growing and farflung First Service ten-

nis program bor youth—a relatively
new approach ko fennis, communica-
thon and life skills—will converge of
Stanfard’s Toube Stodium for the sec-
ond annval raining

Hosting the April 21-23 training is
the Easl Paks Alla Tennis ond Tuloring
Program af Youth Tennis Advantoge. 8
is one of 14 choplers sitvated in cifias
such as Miami, Houslon and Min
neapodis. Flerida hos sight chapters.
Merthern California has Future Stors
20003 in Maonleca, and three in addi-
tion to Eost Polo Ao that are YTA, offili

aled: Mission Ployground in Son Fran-
cisco, Bear Tracks in Barkeley and
Hunbers Poinl in San Francisco.

Faur new chopters-in-development
will atend, according o Trey Buch-
halz, First Serve axecutive direciar.
The training is inleroctive and amounts
i “coaching the coaches” who rain
kids, he soid. The currculum hos three
lewvels: Gomae, Setond Maoich, Partici-
ponts in the new programs in Mew
York, Chicogo, Long bilond and F1.
Colling, Cole., will be trained at the
irst level.

“There are currently 30 cities that
have been waoiHisled io join the Firsh

Serve Mebwork,” Buchholz sala in on
e-mail. “Thare is a very thorough
process fo becoming a First Serve
Chapar, As such, any locaol lennis ond
aducation program that has made if io
the point of being trained is among the
baest in the couniry,

The curriculum wos designed by
the some Sanford Resaarch Insfifule
people who designed the First Tee golf
program’s Lite Skills curriculum nearly
eight years ago. Buchholz soid that
program has bean a huge success

“First Sarve hopes 1o follow this
madel and have a similar effect an the
lives of children,” he soid



