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MacMaster, Romero receiving tennis accolades

BY SEAN DUFF • SEANDUFF@COLORADOAN.COM • JANUARY 30, 2009

Two Fort Collins teenagers will be honored tonight with major awards at the Colorado Tennis Hall of Fame
Gala in Denver.

Casey MacMaster is the recipient of the Jack Cella Award, given to the state's high
school male player of the year.

Gabe Romero will be feted with the Charlie & Ira Brown Award, presented to a parks
player for junior sportsmanship.

MacMaster, a Rocky Mountain High School junior, went 25-0 this fall en route to
winning the No. 1 singles title at the Class 5A state championships. He will not attend
tonight's banquet because he will be competing in the prestigious Columbus Indoor
Tournament in Columbus, Ohio.

"It's a real honor to receive it," MacMaster said Thursday. "Last year, we got family of
the year, and Will Vasos was player of the year. It's great to follow another Rocky
player."

MacMaster, 17, said while this year's award is special, the family award is more
meaningful.

"This year is good for me, but last year the entire family was honored," he said. "That
was a little different and more special."

Romero, a 15-year-old ninth-grader at Lincoln Junior High School, called the award a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

"It's really great because it just helps me build on my college plans," Romero said.

The ceremony also includes the induction of the ninth class into the state's Tennis
Hall of Fame. The class consists of Paula Coulter of Lakewood, formerly ranked as
high as 78th in the world in women's singles; the late Charles Gates, a philanthropist
who gave Denver the Gates Tennis Center; Katie Koontz of Denver, a multi-time
champion in national age-group competition; and Jeff Loehr of Denver, ranked in the
top 400 in the world on the men's singles circuit.

The event, which includes an auction and dinner, starts at 5:30 p.m. at the Marriott
Denver South at Park Meadows. For tickets or more information, go online at
www.coloradotennis.com.
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