MaliVai's new day for Durkeeville
City officials help him dedicate new courts at a neighborhood center.

By Jessie-Lynne Kerr, The Times-Union

The =skies had threatened earlier
to dump some rain and the gusty
breezes would have made
tennis difficult. So there was no
tennis - but still Iots of love in the
gir - as the ceremonial red
ribbon was cut Tuesday to
dedicate the new courts at the
Malvai  VWashington  “outh
Tenniz Center in Jacksonvile's
Durkeeville neighborhood.

Mayor John Peyton, Sheriff John
Rutherford, Wimbledon finalist
Washington and 3-year-okd
Reggie Bryant, the center's
playver of the wvear, were
zcheduled to take to a court for
ol g o O s A TR T By T Do O I T e R Tl Tl the official first serve for a quick
(= o o O T T O s O o G TR G e g R doubles match. But that  will
the Malvai Washington Youth Tennis Center in Durkeeville. hawve to wait for a sunnier day.
"There i= a never-ending line of youths who need our program,”

-Washington said. Rutherford noted that last year's
Sl =Ny e bl e Tg =0 Gl murder study by Jacksonville

Community Council Inc. said the city's challenge was how to raise yvoung boys and girls to become
nonvielent men and women. "Mals got part of the answer,” the sheriff zaid.

Washington, who also was a U.5. Olympic and Davis Cup team member, established the nonprofit
Malvai Washington Kids Foundation in 1955 in Jacksonville to use tennis to help develop positive life
skillz and encourage academic achievement in yvouth.

The foundation runs a comprehensive after-school program in Durkeeville, as well as outreach
programs throughout the city. | has introduced tennis to more than 15,000 children.

The nine tennis courts and one basketball court are the first phase of the $3.5 million center for youth
on VWest Sith Street across from the Emmett Heed Center. Rizsing next to the courts is the 5 300
square-foot YWouth Education Center expected to be finished next spring. & will contain classrooms for
after-school tutoring, life skills and character-development programs and a multipurpose room.

Both the courts and the indoor facilties will be available to the community when not being used by the
125 youths who now attend the center's programs. The new facilties will allow an additional 125
vouths from first grade through high school to enroll.

"l am happy,” Washington said before the ceremony, "but | am always striving to improve. There is a
never-ending line of youths who need our program. We've lteraly saved lives. We've kept kids off the
streets, got them to graduate from high school and even go on to college.”

Peyton, who has played tennis at the center with Bryant the past four years, said: "This iz one of
those jewels of the things we are doing right.”

Washington praised the corporate and private donors who supported the effort.
He said he now wants to get more of the community to support what the center does for youths.
Bryant zaid he enrolled when he was in fourth grade. He's now a sophomore at Lee High School.

"Coming here after school each day has taught me a lot,” he said, "and not just tennis.  has helped
me see others' points of view ™
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